


This guide will help you identify 16
common coastal birds that can be
seen from the Rhins of Galloway
Coast Path. From colonies of nesting
birds on towering cliffs to over
wintering waders and waterfowl on
Loch Ryan, the Rhins of Galloway
coast provides many opportunities to
get privileged views of wildlife. The
more you look the more you will see
so if a bird you spot does not match
those in this guide, then search the
internet or a bird book to help identify
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How to use
this guide

The guide identifies the best time of year and sections
of the walk to see each bird. Compare your sightings
with the pictures in this guide. The more you look the
more you will see so if a bird you spot does not match
those in this guide, then try and remember the overall
appearance of the bird, sometime known as the ‘jizz’ -
the shape, size, flying style and movement. With
practice the impression a bird gives you will be
invaluable when searching the internet or a bird

book to help identify what you have seen.

Visit one of the coastal nature reserves to see wildlife
and go to visitor centres to find out more about wildlife
watching. Ask people who know the area where the
good places are to go or get a detailed Ordnance
Survey map and plan your own adventure.
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